
B»*|ky$a very much for your nioe letter of 7 Maroh, 1962* ~ Since its" 

Jtive given ouch thought to the natter of following up my tentative v 
acceptance bf your most oourteous invitation to attend the party or parties \ 
to be gfivenjto celebrate your 70th birthdayjanhi%ea^Sufryi^and have reaohed 
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?;'.a ' conelusioh which will be disappointing to all of us* In short, 'I find that 
v-rVi V / '• . 'i^| wiii not] be possible for, us or even for me, to attend* There are several ; 
./.u x don't think Ijshpuld, trouble you with details* < 
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: / Primrily our personal difficulties with regard to Barbara's unfortunate 
' v:;-:, Wital affairs are suoh that we do not want to leave Washington for 'soma 
* ’ (time*- Everything conspired to go against her in a terrific battle with a \ ? 
; 7 vindiotive and rioh ex-husband whose principal aim is to hurt her* We got 
the best legal- counsel— highly recommended, yet they turned out, at least 
.in our opinion,' to be incompetent* For some time things seemed to be going 
;7 ' very well ' for Barbara and they became over-confident and let down their 
7^-guard* '■ S<j> Barbara is very much upset, although she is putting up a t remen- 1 
, , v '- ' dous and courageous battle to regain her equilibrium* We don't want to leave 
at a time when she needs loving support* She has a nioe position in the 

- 1 ' * n n nil nr i »e n nni nil 1 n ~n 1 Vin n <1 am a 



• ^ ^ - >4 5 office of !a oongi'wcnninu and has done some very creditable work, but that is 
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, , “^' Yi' should spend what it would cost to come over for a few days* Yes, I realise 
y that you generously offered to finance the whole trip—but I Just cannot let" 

C? i/; ' you do that* You will recall that from the very first contact I would not 

<woopt 'any flavors, gifts, and so forth, and the position I took at that time •, v 
^V^c^7;^’ : bas boon reinforced by several recently Issued directives of. considerable 

. stringency* ! So I am regretfully having to tell you very frankly that I Just . 

' aooept any finanoial assistanoe from you which would facilitate our " * - 

+ &&&&& 'Joining' - in "the celebration for your birthday* I think you will understand r - 

appreciate my decision,' and won't allow it to, interfere with our ' .*7 

^^^^''••'^•.f'loiK-standiiig friendly relations* 1 ■- .>.’££■ > 7 : -~v - :• 7 .■»■** 

* \ i '* i< : f, ‘ ■ »■ \ v *■ =*"> <iy-' • *05* *' ' ' r *' *• * ■' &■ «.*■ ! ** •' *\t * ■ • : k ■■* * .* ^ • , 

't&hifi*: ’J&'&f'" '* ‘‘ "'’11* is possible ihat scmie consulting business will bring mo to Europe some — 
months from now* i I shall not be 'eager to go, but wrill do so if it boo canes nece- 
ssary* Should this happen I wrill' of course pay you a friendly visit if you aro ! - V 
available* ' We do miss seeing you and Annie and we hope that you may soon come . .7 
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^Washington, at which, time we should bo very happy to entertain you and Annie* 
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^•7 ’ ■ My paper on Shakespeare is about finished* It has involoved a lot of 

: 7. work— but no finanoial return* Quite the other way ’round, because it has 



caused me a good deal of expense for typing serviees, as well as so muoh of 

it havo been engaged in financially profita 
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■‘ ^r^^&^^Proooedings of One American Hiiloebthioal Society. . Ihis. to.. a re told, la’ 

\ ' A-1 — L. — — -I-' J _ J ^ , v rVj_" .1.^ _ ■ / rrn A T> n n 



confined to 20 minutes, is the talk vhich I shall deliver on April 27, : K : 
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